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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1 3621 4.2 1.6 8 52.9 100
2 3606 6.7 4 16 41.6 99.6
3 3614 3.7 2.2 11 34 99.8
4 3621 8.3 3 19 43.8 100
5 3614 4.6 2.4 17 26.8 99.8
6 3496 4.7 2.3 9 52.4 96.5
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New WJEC GCE Biology Unit 1 2400U10-1 

Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question


Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.
However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.


Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.


Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question


Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.


Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Question Marking details 
Marks Available 


AO1 AO2 AO3 Total Maths Prac 


2 (a)   genetic material in the epithelial cell is DNA (1) 


Any 3 ( x1) from: 
DNA/ epithelial cell RNA/ virus 
double stranded/double helix single stranded (1)  
deoxyribose ribose (1) 
contains thymine contains uracil (1) 
Larger/ longer molecule Smaller/ shorter molecule (1) 
(Genetic material contained in 


nucleus) 
Genetic material not {contained in 


nucleus/ membrane bound} (1)  


Answers must be comparative (apart from fifth MP) 


Reference to prokaryotic cells is neutral 


4   4   


 (b) (i)  {Endocytosis/phagocyctosis} Accept micropinocytosis  1   1   


  (ii)  Any four (x1) from: 
1. (Viral) RNA acts as a template (1) 
2. (Free RNA nucleotides attach to their) complementary base 


pairs (1) Reject DNA 
3. Adenine with uracil and cytosine with guanine (1)  
 Accept A:U, C:G 
4. RNA polymerase catalyses the formation of the new RNA 


molecule (1) 
5. Forming the {sugar phosphate backbone/phosphodiester 


bond} (1) 


 4  4   
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Question Marking details 
Marks Available 


AO1 AO2 AO3 Total Maths Prac 


  (iii)  Any five (x1) from: 
1. Translation (1) 


2. mRNA attaches to a ribosome (1) 


3. tRNA brings a (specific) amino acid (1)  


4. Complementary base pairing between mRNA codon and 


tRNA anticodon/ codon anticodon interaction (or 


description of) (1) 


5. Ribosome has room for two tRNA molecules/Brings two 


amino acids into close proximity/ or description of (1) 


6. Condensation reaction occurs/peptide bond formed 


(between amino acids)(1) 


7. Ribosome moves to the next codon (or description of)/ 


reference to stop codon (1) 


8. Post translation processing/ or description of e.g. folding 


of polypeptide chain role of Golgi(1) 


5   5   


  (iv)  It does not possess {any ribosomes/tRNA / the organelles for 


protein synthesis} (1) Reject: organelles unqualified 


All other organelles = neutral 


It does not possess mitochondria / cannot produce its own ATP 


for the process (1) 


 2  2   


    Question 2 total 10 6 0 16 0 0 
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Sticky Note

The candidate has given a well constructed answer and gains all 4 marks.



Sticky Note

Also correct identification of DNA as double stranded, but full marks have already been awarded.



Sticky Note

Correct identification as DNA being a longer molecule than RNA. 1 mark



Sticky Note

Correct comparison of thymine and uracil. 1 mark



Sticky Note

Correct comparison of ribose and deoxyribose. 1 mark



Sticky Note

Correct identification of genetic material in the epithelial cell as DNA. 1 mark











Sticky Note

Coils into helix was awarded marks for description of post translation processing. 1 mark



Sticky Note

Peptide bond formed. 1 mark



Sticky Note

The candidate shows a lack of understanding of the process of translation. A mark would have been awarded if tRNA had been associated with an amino acid rather than an anticodon. 0 marks




Sticky Note

Correct reference to mRNA attaching to a ribosome. 1 mark



Sticky Note

The candidate has not understood the context of the question and has simply described the transcription of DNA into RNA. The question required the candidate to apply their knowledge of DNA replication to RNA. 0 marks 




Sticky Note

Either endocytosis or phagocytosis would have been acceptable answers. 1 mark



Sticky Note

3 marks awarded







Sticky Note

Total  = 9 marks



Sticky Note

correct - candidate has recognised the need for these organelles in translation and the transport and processing of the polypeptide. They have not been penalised for referring to a ribosome as a membrane-bound organelle. However, no reference to mitochondria being needed. 1 mark
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Sticky Note

The candidate has given an excellent response including four correct comparisons. 4 marks



Sticky Note

Correct identification as DNA being a longer molecule than RNA. However, maximum marks have already been reached.



Sticky Note

Correct comparison of thymine and uracil. 1 mark



Sticky Note

Correct identification of DNA as double stranded and RNA is single stranded. 1 mark



Sticky Note

Correct identification of genetic material in the epithelial cell as DNA. 1 mark



adamsl

Sticky Note

Correct comparison of ribose and deoxyribose. 1 mark











Sticky Note

Reference to ribosome moving to next codon. 1 mark



Sticky Note

Peptide bond formed. 1 mark



Sticky Note

Correct reference to complementary base pairing between codon and anticodon. 1 mark



Sticky Note

Correct  reference to ribosome having two sites. 1 mark



Sticky Note

Correct reference to mRNA attaching to a ribosome. 1 mark



Sticky Note

Correct reference to base pairing. 1 mark



Sticky Note

Correct reference to complementary base pairing with the RNA template. 1 mark



Sticky Note

This sentence demonstrates a lack of understanding of the role of RNA polymerase.



Sticky Note

Correct reference to viral RNA acting as a template. 1 mark



Sticky Note

Either endocytosis or phagocytosis would have been acceptable answers. 1 mark




Sticky Note

3 marks



Sticky Note

5 marks







Sticky Note

Total = 14 marks



Sticky Note

Correct reference to ribosomes bit no reference to mitochondria. 1 mark
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Sticky Note

candidate gains all 4 marks for a well constructed answer.



Sticky Note

Correct reference to DNA being longer  than RNA. However, maximum marks already credited.



Sticky Note

Correct comparison of ribose and deoxyribose. 1 mark



Sticky Note

Correct comparison of thymine and uracil. 1 mark



Sticky Note

Correct reference to DNA being double stranded and RNA single stranded. 1 mark



Sticky Note

Correct identification of genetic material in the epithelial cell as DNA. 1 mark











Sticky Note

In both parts ii) and iii) the candidate's response demonstrates a lack of detail for the processes of transcription and translation.



Sticky Note

Correct reference to post translation processing. 1 mark



Sticky Note

Correct reference to translation. 1 mark



Sticky Note

Shows some confusion with translation.



Sticky Note

Correct reference to RNA acting as a template. 1 mark 



Sticky Note

Complementary base pairing of A to T and C to G gains two marks.



Sticky Note

Either endocytosis or phagocytosis would have been acceptable answers. 1 mark



Sticky Note

3 marks



Sticky Note

2 marks







Sticky Note

Total = 11 marks



Sticky Note

Correct reference to no ribosomes, but no mention of mitochondria. 1 mark
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Examiner
only


2.	 Influenza, commonly known as “the flu”, is an infectious disease caused by the influenza virus, 
which infects the epithelial cells of the upper respiratory tract. The virus is composed of a protein 
capsid which surrounds the enzyme, RNA polymerase and its genetic material, RNA.


	 (a)	 Describe the differences between the genetic material of the Influenza virus and the 
genetic material found within the nucleus of the epithelial cell it infects.	 [4]
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	 (b)	 The virus can only replicate in living (host) cells, where it utilises nutrients and organelles 
within the cell to multiply quickly. The diagram below shows the stages in the replication 
of the virus.


RNA


Nucleus
Influenza virus


Epithelial cell


Capsid


Influenza virus becomes 
attached to a target 
epithelial cell.


The cell engulfs the virus.


Viral contents are released. 
Viral RNA enters the nucleus 
where it is replicated by the 
viral RNA polymerase.


Viral mRNA is used to 
make viral proteins.


New viral particles are made and 
released into the extracellular 
fluid. The cell, which is not killed 
in the process, continues to 
make a new virus.


1


2


3


4


5
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	 (i)	 State the name of the process occurring between stages 1 and 2.	 [1]


	


	 (ii)	 In stage 3, the capsid has broken down and the viral RNA and RNA polymerase 
enter the nucleus, where the viral RNA is replicated. Apply your knowledge of RNA 
polymerase to describe how the viral RNA is replicated.	 [4]


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	 (iii)	 To complete the replication of the virus, capsids need to be produced (stage 4). 
Describe how the proteins in the capsid are produced.	 [5]
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	 (iv)	 Explain why the virus is unable to synthesise its own capsid.	 [2]


	


	


	


	


16
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Question Marking details 
Marks Available 


AO1 AO2 AO3 Total Maths Prac 


3 (a)   A: nucleus (1) Accept nucleolus 
B: chloroplast (1) 


1 
 


 
1  2   


 (b)   apparent length = 13mm / 13 x 1000 = 13000µm  
magnification = 13000 / 32.3 µm or 13/0.0323 (1) 
magnification = 402.48/ 402.5/ 403/ 402  
(correct answer = 2 marks) 
OR 
apparent length = 13.5mm / 13.5 x 1000 = 13500µm  
magnification = 13500 / 32.3 µm or 13.5/ 0.0323 (1) 
magnification = 417.96/ 418 (correct answer = 2 marks) 
 
Award 1 mark for evidence of figures showing image size/ actual 
size  


 2  2 2  


 (c)   1. straight chains of β-glucose/ alternative molecules of β-
glucose rotate through 180◦ / chains cross-linked / form 
microfibrils (1) 


2. which provide {strength/rigidity/inelasticity} to the cell wall (1)  
support = neutral 


3. When the {solute concentration/ solute potential} changes 
(water potential will change) causing water to {move into /out 
of} the cell (1)  


4. cell wall prevents {osmotic lysis/ cell bursting}/ cell wall 
prevents cell shrinking  (1) turgid/ plasmolysed = neutral  
Reject if direction of water movement is incorrect 
 


 
 


1 
 
 


1 
 
 
 


 


 
 


1 
 
 


1 


4   
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Question Marking details 
Marks Available 


AO1 AO2 AO3 Total Maths Prac 


3 (d)   Spirogyra – eukaryotic cells & Nostoc  - prokaryotic cells (1) 


Similarity: Both contain ribosomes / cell membranes / DNA/ 


genetic material (1) 


 


Difference: any 2 from: (1 mark) 


 


 


Spirogyra Nostoc 
{Membrane bound organelles/ 


named organelle} present 
{Membrane bound organelles/ 


named organelle} absent 
DNA enclosed within nuclear 


membrane 
DNA free in cytoplasm 


Linear DNA Loop of DNA Accept plasmid 
Larger/80s ribosomes 


Accept ribosomes are different 


sizes 


Smaller/70s ribosomes 


Accept following 
DNA associated with histones DNA not associated with 


histones 
Mesosome absent Mesosome present 


 


1 
1 
 
 
 
 
 


1 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 


3   


    Question 3 total 3 6 2 11 2 0 
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Sticky Note

Candidate has linked the effect of a change in solute concentration with the movement of water and the role of the cell wall. 2 marks



Sticky Note

Reference to providing strength. 1 mark



Sticky Note

calculation correct. 2 marks



Sticky Note

correct



Sticky Note

Correct response is nucleus. Candidates should realise from practical work that they probably would not see the vacuole under a microscope and it would not be that small.



Sticky Note

1 mark



Sticky Note

No reference to structure of cell wall.



Sticky Note

3 marks







Sticky Note

Total = 8



Sticky Note

Correct similarity given. 1 mark



Sticky Note

Candidate has stated three differences, however the information regarding cell walls is in the photograph (the question explicitly states not shown in the photograph) and a nucleus is a membrane bound organelle and therefore that only counts as one difference. Two differences were required for one mark.



Sticky Note

Correct identification of Nostoc as prokaryotic and Spirogyra as eukaryotic. 1 mark



Sticky Note

2 marks
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Sticky Note

There is no reference to the water/ solute potential changing or to preventing lysis or shrinking.



Sticky Note

Correct reference to structure of cell wall. 1 mark



Sticky Note

Correct reference to strength of cell wall. 1 mark



Sticky Note

Measurement should be given in mm not cm. Candidate has not given units and the conversion is incorrect.



Sticky Note

Both organelles correctly identified. 2 marks



Sticky Note

0 marks



Sticky Note

2 marks



Sticky Note

2 marks







Sticky Note

Total = 5



Sticky Note

This similarity was given in the photograph - no mark awarded.



Sticky Note

The candidate has attempted to give two differences, but nucleus and chloroplast are both membrane-bound organelles and that is the same marking point. Two differences were required for 1 mark.



Sticky Note

Cell types present are stated. 1 mark



Sticky Note

1 mark
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Sticky Note

The candidate has failed to link how the strength of the cell wall will maintain the shape of the cell in different solute concentrations.



Sticky Note

Correct reference to strength. 1 mark



default

Sticky Note

Correct reference to microfibrils. 1 mark



Sticky Note

The candidate has correctly measured the length of X-Y, but has not converted correctly or used the correct equation.



Sticky Note

Both organelles correctly identified.



Sticky Note

2 marks



Sticky Note

0 marks



Sticky Note

2 marks







Sticky Note

Total = 4



Sticky Note

No correct differences are given and the candidate has failed to recognise that Spirogyra is eukaryotic and Nostoc is prokaryotic, so no marks gained.



Sticky Note

The candidate has simply repeated information from the photographs - no marks.



Sticky Note

0 marks
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3.	 The photomicrograph below is of Spirogyra; an autotrophic organism that inhabits fresh water 
ponds and ditches.


© WJEC CBAC Ltd.


B A


cellulose 
cell wall


X


Y


	 (a)	 Identify the organelles labelled A and B.	 [2]


		  A:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .


		  B:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .


	 (b)	 The actual width of the cell between points X – Y was 32.3 µm. Calculate the magnification 
that was used to take the photomicrograph.	 [2]


magnification = . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 


	 (c)	 During the day the concentration of solutes in the pond water changes due to evaporation. 
However, the length of the spirogyra cells remain almost constant. What can you conclude 
about how the structure of the cell wall enables Spirogyra to survive in different solute 
concentrations?	 [4]
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	 (d)	 Below is a photomicrograph of the bacteria Nostoc, which also inhabits fresh water 


ponds and ditches. They were once thought to belong to the same group of organisms 
as Spirogyra and thought to have the same cellular structure. Evidence from electron 
microscopy has now grouped these two separately. 


		  Conclude what cell types are present in Spirogyra and Nostoc. Identify two differences 
and one similarity (not labelled in the photomicrographs) between these two species that 
would be revealed by electron microscopy.	 [3]


© WJEC CBAC Ltd.


20 µm


photosynthetic 
membrane


peptidoglycan 
cell wall
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Question Marking details 
Marks available 


AO1 AO2 AO3 Total Maths Prac 


6 Indicative content 
• Pyrophosphatase has tertiary structure
• The active site has a specific shape
• Pyrophosphate has a complementary shape
• fits into the active site/ forms Enzyme Substrate Complex
• lock and key theory/ induced fit


• Phenylalanine must be a non-competitive inhibitor;
• As it has a shape different to pyrophosphate;
• Phenylalanine bonds to the allosteric site/site away from


the active site;
• Causes a change in the shape of the active site;
• Pyrophosphate’s active site is no longer


complementary/prevents pyrophosphate binding
• fewer enzyme-substrate complexes are formed;
• The maximum rate of reaction cannot be reached at any


concentration of pyrophosphate;


• Phosphate must be a competitive inhibitor;
• As it has a similar shape to {pyrophosphate/ substrate} /


phosphate has a complementary shape the active site;
• Phosphate {binds to/ competes for} the active site;
• Prevents pyrophosphate binding / fewer enzyme-


substrate complexes are formed;
• The maximum rate of reaction can be reached at higher


concentrations of pyrophosphate;
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7-9 marks 
Indicative content of this level is: 
Detailed explanation of lock and key/ induced fit theory. 
Detailed explanation of the action of inhibition of phenylalanine. 
Detailed explanation of the action of inhibition of phosphate. 
 
The candidate constructs an articulate, integrated account, 
correctly linking relevant points, such as those in the indicative 
content, which shows sequential reasoning. The answer fully 
addresses the question with no irrelevant inclusions or 
significant omissions. The candidate uses scientific conventions 
and vocabulary appropriately and accurately. 
 


     


 


    


4-6 marks 
Indicative content of this level: 
Any two from: 
 
Explanation of lock and key/ induced fit theory/ or description of. 
 
explanation of the action of inhibition of phenylalanine  
 
explanation of the action of inhibition of phosphate. 
  
 
The candidate constructs an account correctly linking some 
relevant points, such as those in the indicative content, showing 
some reasoning. The answer addresses the question with some 
omissions. The candidate usually uses scientific conventions 
and vocabulary appropriately and accurately. 
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1-3 marks 
Indicative content of this level is: 
Brief explanation of lock and key/ induced fit theory 


OR 
Brief explanation of the action of inhibition of phenylalanine 


OR 
Brief explanation of the action of inhibition of phosphate. 


The candidate makes some relevant points, such as those in the 
indicative content, showing limited reasoning. The answer 
addresses the question with significant omissions. The 
candidate has limited use of scientific conventions and 
vocabulary. 


0 marks 
The candidate does not make any attempt or give a relevant 
answer worthy of credit. 


Question 6 total 4 3 2 9 
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Sticky Note

The candidate has given an excellent description of enzyme structure and related this to the lock and key hypothesis.



Sticky Note

This candidate has provided detailed explanations on the three aspects of this question, which includes the majority of the indicative content. The account is well structured, uses precise biological terminology and is free from errors. The only omission is the reference to the effect of increasing substrate concentration on inhibition.  The candidate gains 8 marks.







Sticky Note

Correctly identified phenylalanine as a non-competitive inhibitor and provided a clear and concise explanation of the mechanism of inhibition.



Sticky Note

Correctly identified phosphate as a competitive inhibitor and provided a clear and concise explanation of the mechanism of inhibition.
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Sticky Note

This demonstrates a limited understanding of enzyme specificity and lacks detail regarding the specific shape of the active site and the complementary shape of the pyrophosphate.



Sticky Note

This is a middle band essay: the candidate has given a detailed account of both competitive and non-competitive inhibition. However, there is a lack of detail regarding the specificity of the pyrophosphatase.  candidate gains 6 marks.







Sticky Note

The candidate has correctly identified phosphate as the competitive inhibitor and given a detailed explanation of the mechanism of inhibition. 



Sticky Note

The candidate has correctly identified phenylalanine as the non-competitive inhibitor and given a detailed explanation of the mechanism of inhibition. The candidate makes reference to an individual enzyme and therefore stating that 'no reaction occurs' is not incorrect in this context.
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Sticky Note

The candidate demonstrates some understanding of enzyme specificity, however the answer lacks detail and does not make reference to the specific shape of the active site, or the complementary shape of the pyrophosphate.



Sticky Note

This is a bottom band essay: the candidate has made some relevant points but there is limited understanding of enzyme inhibition. Answer scores 2 marks.







Sticky Note

This is incorrect. The candidate is confusing the effect of inhibition on the maximum rate of reaction.



Sticky Note

The candidate demonstrates some knowledge of non-competitive inhibition, but has linked this to both phosphate and phenylalanine.
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6.	 Pyrophosphatase is an enzyme found inside the nucleus of cells and is involved in DNA  
replication. The enzyme catalyses the conversion of a molecule of pyrophosphate to two 
phosphate ions. The diagrams below show the enzyme pyrophosphatase and its substrate 
pyrophosphate. Molecules of phenylalanine (an amino acid) and phosphate are also shown; 
both of these molecules are known to inhibit pyrophosphatase. (Drawings are not to the same 
scale).


CH2


C COOHH2N


O–


O


O–O
P


H


O–


O


O––O
P


O–


O


O–
P


pyrophosphate


phosphate


phenylalanine


	 Describe and explain why pyrophosphatase can only hydrolyse pyrophosphate and the 
mechanism by which phenylalanine and phosphate inhibit pyrophosphatase.	 [9 QER]


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


pyrophosphatase
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